ourish

Works by Kayla Powers

November 7, 2025 - May 8, 2026
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About the Exhibition

In Flourish, artist Kayla Powers explores the themes of
biodiversity, interconnectedness, and the cyclical nature of life.
Through oversized fiber works and a collaborative, community-
driven installation, Powers shows us that all flourishing is mutual.

Her large scale, immersive, layered installations made from
plant-based fabrics, natural dyes, and repurposed materials
highlight essential symbiotic relationships — demonstrating how
plants, organisms, and humans thrive together through mutual
support and adaptation. By blending art and ecology, Flourish
invites audiences of all ages, from lifelong nature lovers to those
newly curious, to reflect on their role within the ecosystem

and understand that we are not separate from nature, but
interconnected, thriving together.




About the Artist

Kayla Powers (she/her) ( b.1988) is a place-based artist
and naturalist whose textile work is rooted in ecological
connection. Working with traditional practices of
foraging, dyeing, weaving, and stitching, she explores the
common threads of our shared humanity with the aim of
fostering deeper connections—to the earth, to craft, and
to one another.

She holds an MFA in Fiber Art from Cranbrook Academy
of Art and a BA in Art History from Western Michigan
University. Her work has been presented in solo
exhibitions at the Australian Tapestry Workshop in
Melbourne, Stetson University in Deland, Florida, and
Simone DeSousa Gallery in Detroit, among others.
Powers has participated in artist residencies across

the U.S. and abroad, including AiR Green in Norway,

the Icelandic Textile Center in Iceland, and Breck

Create in Breckenridge, Colorado. She was the 2025
International Artist in Residence and Hancock Fellow at
the Australian Tapestry Workshop and a 2025 recipient
of an Environmental Artistic Activism Grant from the
Puffin Foundation. She has also received the President’s
Award for Sustainability from Cranbrook Academy of
Art, a Windgate Fellowship at Arrowmont School of Arts
and Crafts, and a 2020 Knight Art Grant in Detroit. She
currently resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

03
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In a gift economy, wealth is understood as
having enough to share, and the practice for
dealing with abundance is to give it away. In
fact, status is determined not by how much
one accumulates, but by how much one
gives away. The currency in a gift economy is
relationship, which is expressed as gratitude,
as interdependence and the ongoing cycles
of reciprocity. A gift economy nurtures the
community bonds that enhance mutual well-
being; the economic unit is “we” rather than

“L,” as all flourishing is mutual.

— Robin Wall Kimmerer, The Serviceberry: Abundance and

Reciprocity in the Natural World




SOILIOAR] S BJABY

Colors: | really love an earthy red and a sage green.
Foods: \Warm sourdough bread with salty butter and wild berries.

Seasons: My favorite season is late summer / early fall. When the
weather has cooled down a little bit and you start to feel cozy and a
little more quiet.

Artists: Weaver birds, orb spiders, beavers, tent caterpillars, silk
wormes. But also Sheila Hicks, Harmony Hammond, Georgia O'Keeffe,
Sonya Clark, Ana Mendieta, Louise Bourgeois, Ruth Asawa...




Kayla is _

Reading: The poetry of
Franny Choi and the prose
of Ocean Vuong

Listening to: While I'm
working, | listen to a lot

of music. Some of my all
time favorites are Big Thief,
Waxahatchee and Kurt Vile.

Watching: The Secret
Lives of Animals

Daydreaming about:
Backpacking into the
mountains with my partner
and our dog, swimming

in some cold, fresh water,
setting up a tent and
sleeping under the stars.




Something you may be
surprised to know about Kayla:

I live in a tiny cabin (150 square feet!) in the High
Desert of Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Kayla’s daily creative ritual is...

walking. In Wanderlust by Rebecca Solint, she says
"Walking allows us to be in our bodies and in the world
without being made busy by them. It leaves us free to
think without being wholly lost in our thoughts.”
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« Environmental sustainability

and the fragility of our Great
Lakes ecosystem

- Biodiversity among native
Michigan plants
(and understanding
invasive species)

- Harvesting, foraging, and
dyeing with plants

« The chemistry of making
paint from plants

« Traditional practices like
planting + harvesting,
dyeing, spinning, weaving,
knitting, sewing

- Place-based art: connecting
people with place + making

08
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Vocabulary & Terminology

Flourish | to grow or develop in a healthy
or vigorous way, especially as the result of a
particularly congenial environment.

Biodiversity | The variety of plant and animal
life in the world or a particular habitat, a high
level of which is usually considered to be
important and desirable.

The Gift Economy (from The Serviceberry
by Robin Wall Kimmerer) | a way of relating
that is rooted in reciprocity, generosity, and
mutual flourishing, rather than profit or
accumulation. She contrasts it with market
economies, suggesting that gifts—whether
berries, stories, or acts of care—carry
obligations of gratitude and return, weaving
us into ongoing relationships with one
another and the living world.

Ecology | the branch of biology that deals
with the relations of organisms to one
another and to their physical surroundings.

Forage | when a person or animal searches
widely for food or provisions.

Place-based art | artistic projects deeply
connected to a specific geographic location,
drawing inspiration, materials, or themes
from the environment or community.

Fiber art | fine art made with natural or
synthetic fibers where the resulting work is
valued for aesthetic qualities over utility.

Michigan GLCEs and SEL Standarcds

Our programming offers unique
opportunities to meet State Literacy
Standards in creative new ways. For more
information on available school programs and
related programming, visit sc4a.org.



https://sc4a.org/michigan-edu-standards/
https://sc4a.org

Before Viewing

Artist Kayla Powers is passionate about place-based making.
Deeply connected to the land and local ecosystems, her
work involves creating natural dyes by hand from foraged or
collected materials: plants, roots, flowers, and food waste.

In keeping with her creative methods and ideologies, the
artist has been working with local horticulturists and biology /4___]
students to gather native Michigan plants, and has selected ' ;
flowers to plant in the garden at Saugatuck Center for the

Arts for use in her work. Flowers were harvested and used to )
create natural dyes that color the yarn and fabric Kayla uses ﬂv ﬂ W
to create the artworks in Flourish.

Works in Flourish, as well as Kayla’s broader practice,

explore the slow processes of nature and craft, the
interconnectedness between humans and the environment,
sustainability and regenerative practices, while honoring
traditional knowledge like historic methods of dyeing and
textile creation.

We are not here to only hear the ever
evolving lyric of life. We share the craft
of creation and build beyond metaphor.

Robin Wall Kimmerer, The Serviceberry: Abundance and
Reciprocity in the Natural World
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While Viewing

As you wander through the gallery, notice the variety of colors, textures,
and materials and how they are thoughtfully interwoven together to create
a collection of cohesive work. There is a sense of wildness in the repeated
forms and motifs inspired by nature; the muted natural color palette
created from locally foraged plants. But there is also a clear and intentional
tie to our innately human desire to create—to make things with our hands.
Using fibers and fabrics, Kayla Powers is able to connect with viewers in a
meaningful and relational way.

Textiles by design are an intimate and often utilitarian material. Created to
be worn and utilized in every room of our homes, we have all used fabrics
to express ourselves, care for ourselves, or protect ourselves in daily life.
By using fabric as a medium for expression in this manner, the artist is able
to tap into our sense of shared humanity and create a space that feels
accessible, familiar, and inviting. When you're in the space, notice how you
feel and respond to what's around you. What memories come into focus?

>
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One thing that I think is so powerful about fabrics
and textiles in general is their familiarity. We’re all
wearing textiles right now, and we sleep in textiles at
night, and they’re around us all the time. It’s another
way to speak to this quotidian, this daily experience
that we all share. That’s partly why I like to use quilts,
because it’s something that so many of us have a
personal connection to. We wrap ourselves up and feel

cozy and held. I think that’s a really powerful thing.

9

— Kayla Powers
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The hand sewn seeds in this collaborative community-created piece
have come from all over the world. They were created by people alone
in their homes, together with their friends and family, or by students
in classrooms in the months leading up to the exhibition. Like real
seeds in the wind, these seeds have traveled from afar, from places
like the UK, and some have traveled much shorter distances to get
here, like from inside the art center. This work is a visual illustration
of our collective flourishing. How a singular seed can seem so small
and insignificant, but within it lies boundless potential for growth,
expansion, and reciprocity. Many seeds together makes for infinite
possibilities to flourish.

Everyone who visits the exhibition is invited to take a seed home with
them. This is a demonstration of the gift economy and the abundance
and generosity of the living world. It was inspired by Robin Wall
Kimmerer's essay The Serviceberry.

Potawatomi botanist and author Robin Wall Kimmerer says, “all flourishing is
mutual”. What does this mean for your wellness? What would this look like in
your family, social groups, and community?

12
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These are all local wildflowers from this region. It’s a series
I made to showcase some of the biodiversity here in this
beautiful region of the world. I started by researching

the flowers — looking at images of them online and in
guidebooks. Then I would sketch them, paying close
attention to the shapes of the petals and any other unique
characteristics of the flowers. Then I would dye fabric and
yarn to match the colors as closely as possible. It was almost
like a puzzle, to create the shapes and fit them together.
The flowers are like little quilts with backing fabric, cotton
batting in between and then the dyed fabric on top. They

are primarily hand stitched. I see them almost as portraits.

’y

-~ Kayla Powers

The artist often works in series like this. In this work, the
individual flower is important and unigue but it's more about
the whole—the ways we are connected and experience
mutual flourishing. Each of the flowers represented does
not exist alone in the world. They are able to grow and thrive
because of the ecosystem in which they grow.

Consider the array of pollinators necessary for flowering plants to
flourish (bees, beetles, ants, humminghbirds, butterflies, and more.)
Who are your pollinators? Whose support do you rely on in order

for you to thrive in your community and daily life?




B S Walk Through the North End

This large hanging piece made of fabric that's
been hand-dyed, printed, and painted with plants,
makes reference to a quilt. Between the stitches
you'll see seeds (Bloody Butcher Corn), pockets
full of scraps, prints of flowers and leaves, beads,
several circles, and more. There are sections of
transparent fabric that allow you to see through

the piece, creating negative space.

The North End is a neighborhood
in Detroit where the artist would
forage for plants to dye with.

This piece also references that
neighborhood, like a map. Both a
quilt and a map are examples of
interconnectedness and rely on
many pieces in order to serve their
purpose. Both exhibit a form of
intentional design, where different
diverse sections come together to
complete the greater whole.

14

Consider your own relationship with the natural living world. What

makes you feel most connected to it? What outdoor spaces are
essential to the “map” of your community in order for it to thrive?
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After Viewing

Inspired by what you've seen? On the remaining pages you'll
find additional ways to engage with Flourish at Saugatuck
Center for the Arts. If you would like to dive deeper in your
own artistic practice or are curious to learn more about what
informs the artist’s work, check out these resources below!

Organizations Related to the Work

Michigan Wildflower Association: wildflowersmich.org
American Flower Growers Association: ascfg.org
Fiber Club Detroit: fiberclubdetroit.org

Sew Club Social (Grand Rapids): sewclubsocial.com

Books

Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer

The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural
World by Robin Wall Kimmerer

The Lure of the Local by Lucy Lippard

Poets to Discover

Mary Oliver: maryoliver.com

Rebecca Solnit: rebeccasolnit.net
Jacqueline Suskin: jacquelinesuskin.com

Articles About the Artist

Clearline Substack : Seasonal Colors and Stories: Kayla
Powers on Textile Art Rooted in Place

Hyperallergic : Kayla Powers Weaves Sensory Maps of Detroit



https://wildflowersmich.org
http://www.ascfg.org
http://www.fiberclubdetroit.org
http://sewclubsocial.com
http://maryoliver.com
http://rebeccasolnit.net
http://jacquelinesuskin.com
https://clearlinemagazine.substack.com/p/seasonal-colors-and-stories-kayla?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true
https://clearlinemagazine.substack.com/p/seasonal-colors-and-stories-kayla?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true
https://hyperallergic.com/871973/kayla-powers-weaves-sensory-maps-of-detroit/

Educational Programming

GROUP FIELD TRIPS
Grades K-12/Adult | Single Visit to SCA | 45 - 90 minutes
Includes tour & hands-on activity

Key Concepts & Ideas: Environmental sustainability, biodiversity; harvesting,
foraging, and dyeing with plants; traditional practices like planting +
harvesting, dyeing, spinning, weaving, knitting, sewing; place-based art:
connecting people with place + making

Complete our Field Trip Inquiry Form

IN-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING

Midcdle School
Program period: October 21 - November 13, 2025
Grades 6th- 8th | 3 visits + 1 visit to the SCA to meet Kayla Powers

There's sowing as in seeds and sewing as in stitching fabric. Learn about both
in this unit that explores the intersection of our natural world and our created
world as we discover how natural sciences and the arts are interwoven.
Create small, hand-sewn pillows in the shape of seeds to display in Kayla
Power's exhibition, Flourish, after learning about the process of planting,
growing, harvesting, and creating natural dyes with plants. Students will be
able to identify certain plants used for dyes, utilize sustainable materials,
engage in creative problem solving, and learn to use a needle and
thread. They will meet and work with the artist in their classroom
before viewing their artwork alongside hers in the exhibition.
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HIGH SCHOOL
Program period: February 3 - 27, 2026
Grades 9th-12th | 3 visits + 1 visit to the SCA & Zoom with Kayla Powers

Create mixed-media art journals inspired by both SCA's exhibition artist, Kayla
Powers and poet, Jacqueline Suskin. Using sustainable and natural materials,
and a variety of creative methods - such as painting, sewing, and collage - to
create pages and poems and examine how the arts and the environment
intertwine. Write poetry that reflects on our relationship to the natural

world, while using materials and pigments from the earth. Visit the SCA to

see the work of Kayla Powers in her exhibition, Flourish at the conclusion of
programming and experience creating collaboratively.

ELEMENTARY
Program period: April 13 - May 1, 2026
Grades 2nd-5th | 2 class visits + 1 visit to the SCA

Discover the beauty and creativity the natural world has to offer in this
3-session program! Students will learn about the intersection of nature and
the arts through creative artmaking using sustainable materials. Using fabrics,
papers, and natural plant pigments, students will create work inspired by
place-based artist and naturalist Kayla Powers. Focusing on where science
and arts collide, students will walk away with a greater understanding of how
the arts can be accessible and environmentally friendly. Classes will meet the
artist and see her exhibition, Flourish, at Saugatuck Center for the Arts after
experimentation with some of her materials and methods.

Inquire about programming for your school.

Michigan ELA and Visual Arts
GLCEs + Michigan SEL Standard



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdaeLotFOfSQcQjbACyRTCqC9oGHtsM3xeWweNSvYPJcg2g8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnvO5Ujjr4UdYLELIat8gppZ3zHI0lageeuYJUordt7wuTyA/viewform
https://sc4a.org/michigan-edu-standards/
https://sc4a.org/michigan-edu-standards/

Additional Programming

FIBER DYEING WITH FLORALS
Tuesday, November 4

6:30-8:30pm | $60

Register by Tuesday, October 28, 2025

Step into the rhythm of the seasons in this hands-on workshop where ecology, art,

and wearable fashion intertwine. Led by our fall exhibition artist, Kayla Powers, you'll
create your own silk scarf using locally foraged, pressed flowers—capturing the fleeting
beauty of West Michigan'’s native flora.

Participants will work with seasonal blooms such as Black-Eyed Susans, Queen Anne's
Lace, Goldenrod, Wild Bergamot, and Yarrow—plants Kayla often gathers in her slow-
crafted, place-based practice. You'll learn eco-printing techniques that imprint the
colors and shapes of these wildflowers directly onto silk, creating a one-of-a-kind,
wearable piece to keep or gift.

This experience includes a special opportunity to meet Kayla and be one of the first
to explore a behind-the-scenes glimpse of our newest exhibition Flourish, a visual
celebration of seasonality, story, and the deep connections between land and craft.
Sip an herbal cocktail or mocktail while you explore the gallery and get creative.

INTERWOVEN: THE ART OF FLOURISHING TOGETHER
Friday, November 7, 2025
6:00 - 9:00 PM | Artist Talk - 7:00 PM | FREE

Join us for a community centered event celebrating the grand opening of our fall
exhibition, Flourish, featuring works by Kayla Powers. This multidisciplinary, multi-
sensory experience highlights the work while inviting visitors to engage all their
senses as they connect over the themes and creative processes of the exhibition. The
evening will feature opportunities for collaborative artmaking, an artist talk, seasonal

refreshments & cash bar, and a pop-up shop featuring works for sale by Kayla Powers.
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Sponsored by:

Laura Young
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